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September 14, 2011

For Immediate Release

Christiana L. Thornton to Lead NH Bankers Association
The New Hampshire Bankers Association (NHBA) has selected Christiana L. Thornton to serve as the next president and chief executive officer of their statewide trade association.  Ms. Thornton is currently serving as the organization’s Vice President of Government Relations.  In her new role, she will continue to oversee the deployment of state and federal government relations assets, but will also assume responsibility for media and public relations, education and conference planning, insurance services operations, membership development and office administration.  The NHBA is now looking for candidates to serve as its next Vice President of Government Relations.   

Prior to joining the NHBA in December, 2008, Ms. Thornton served as a Legislative Aide and Constituent and Community Liaison for former U.S. Senator John E. Sununu.  She is a graduate of Rollins College and lives in Manchester, New Hampshire with her husband Jeff and their two children, Owen and Natalie.

Former NHBA Chairman Jeffery B. Savage, President of Franklin Savings Bank in Franklin, New Hampshire, headed the association’s Search Committee.  “Our Committee was honored by the high caliber of applicants we received, who were clearly excited about the opportunity to represent the banking industry here in New Hampshire.  The task of choosing one person from such a great list of very well-qualified, proven leaders was quite a challenge,” said Mr. Savage.  “After much deliberation, the NHBA Board of Directors agreed unanimously that Christiana’s strong work ethic and familiarity with banking and business issues, combined with her many other qualities, made her the right person for the job.”  

“Christiana has proven herself to be a very effective advocate for the banking industry,” added Kathryn G. Underwood, President of Ledyard National Bank in Hanover, New Hampshire, who was recently elected Chairman of the NHBA.  “She has great communication and leadership skills and fantastic energy.  We feel her familiarity with the association and the legislative, regulatory and economic challenges facing the banking industry will result in a seamless leadership transition.”

Ms. Thornton will assume her new role with the NHBA on January 1, 2012, succeeding Gerald H. “Jerry” Little, who will retire at the end of this year after 23 years of service to the New Hampshire Bankers Association, 21 of them as its president and CEO. 

“I am truly humbled to be selected to lead such an exceptional association and represent an industry that plays a pivotal role in supporting the individuals, businesses, and communities of the Granite State.  It is with tremendous enthusiasm that I look forward to furthering the NHBA’s mission to promote a strong and vibrant banking industry.  New Hampshire’s banks have a positive message to share, and I consider it a privilege to have the opportunity to continue to share that message in this new role,” said Ms. Thornton.

For more information, contact either Mr. Savage at 603-934-4445 or Ms. Underwood at 603-643-2244.

Mr. Little and Ms. Thornton may both be reached at 603-224-5373.
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